
PlanLoCaL: 
Energy efficiency & 

community Green Deal



PlanLoCaL is a suite of materials including 

films, resource packs and website to 

support communities and groups that are 

Planning for Low Carbon Living

support communities and groups that are 

‘planning for low carbon living’. 

www.planlocal.org.uk



PlanLoCaL approach

• Community led action

• Collective decision making

• EDD not DAD!

• Using policy tools for low carbon development



Planning for Low Carbon Living

• Devised and delivered by CSE with funding from CLG, DECC 

and Joseph Rowntree Foundation Trust

• 3 streams:

• Community renewables

• Energy efficiency and community green deal• Energy efficiency and community green deal

• Localism and neighbourhood planning



3. Generate

Lean – clean - green

The energy hierarchy

2. Reduce losses

1. Reduce demand



alternatively…

1. Generate energy and 
engage community

2. Reinvest income; improve 2. Reinvest income; improve 
energy efficiency and reduce 

wasted energy

3. Wider impacts from raised 
awareness and engagement 

lead to reduced demand



WHAT’S IN THE ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY AND GREEN 
DEAL TOOLKIT?



Energy efficiency & 
community Green Deal

Resources: films, template presentations, 
workshops, exercises, guidance notes, information 
sheets

Topics: energy efficiency options, Green Deal, 
project planning, community engagement, funding 
and finances

Uses: information for members of the public; 
guidance to improve understanding; help with project 
planning













Energy efficiency projects

• Take into account your resources and capacity

• Be clear about your aims

• Get people involved, make it accessible

• Communicate and plan well• Communicate and plan well

• Have fun!



Project ideas

• Energy auditing

• Street energy advisers

• Loft clearance

• Low energy lighting

• Home visits

• Community buildings

• Thermal imaging



• Bulk buy schemes

• Draughtbusting

• School workshops

• Neighbourhood planning

Project ideas

• Woodfuel project

• Energy champions

• Local installer network



• Local events

• Pop-up energy cafe

• Empty shop displays

• Pedal powered smoothies

Project ideas

• Lighting displays

• Give aways

• Insulation demonstrations 

• Local talks or visits



• DIY solar workshops

• Energy training or visits

• Fuel switching

• Solar schools

Project ideas

• Switch off campaign

• Green fair

• Whole street retrofit



• PlanLoCaL 

• Community Pathways website

• Energy agencies

• CEPF

More ideas and resources

• DECC

• EST

• Transition groups



Any questions?

communities@cse.org.uk


