
Open�Ecohomes in�
Lichfield�and�
Whittington

Southern�Staffordshire�Community�Energy

Whittington�and�Fisherwick�Environment�Group

Low�Carbon�Lichfield



Whittington�and�Fisherwick�
Environment�Group

• Formed�2007
• Mission�to�reduce�our�

community’s�carbon�footprint
• Ban�the�incandescent�lightbulb!

Ban�the�unfilled�cavity�wall
• Launched�Solar�500�(with�

LoCaL)��– 100�installations
• 6�Big�Green�Fairs
• Local�Food�Market
• Community�Orchard,�Apple�

Day�and�Wassail�



Low�Carbon�Lichfield

• Formed�in�2009
• Mission�– tackle�cliimate change�

and�peak�oil
• Energy�audits�for�50�Lichfield�

Households
• Talks�and�film�nights
• Green�gardening�and�recycling�

events
• Solar�500�with�WFEG
• Onshore�Wind�debate



Southern�Staffordshire��������
Community�Energy

• Est.�2011�by�WFEG/�LoCaL

• Installed�PV�on�2�community�
buildings�in�Whittington

• Raised�£54,000�from�a�
community�share�issue

• With�Council�and�Energy�Saving�
Co�op�created�4�demonstration�
solid�wall�insulated�properties

• Working�with�Energy�Saving�Co�
op�on�installing�energy�saving�
measures�in�private�homes



Open�Ecohomes Events

• Raise�awareness�of�possible�energy�efficiency�measures

• Inspire�people�to�make�changes

• Allow�them�to�talk�to�people�who�have�done�it

• Provide�practical�information�on�costs,�benefits�and�
suppliers

• Provide�contacts�for�follow�up



Open�Ecohomes – Oct�2009

• 4�homes�in�Whittington

• Heat�pump/PV/insulation/solar�
thermal/wood�
stove/monitor/lighting

• 10.30�– 4pm�on�one�day

• Pre�booking�and�registration�
system

• Start�at�Pavilion�– mini�
exhibition

• 25�visitors�in�total��





Open�Ecohomes � 2011

• 6�homes�across�Lichfield�District

• Sunday�1�– 5pm

• 60�visitors

• Minibus�tour

• Air�Source�Heat�Pump

• Ground�Source�Heat�Pump

• Solar�PV

• Solar�Thermal

• Biomass�boiler

• Light�pipes

• Survey�monkey�follow�up







Open�Homes�May�2013

• Lichfield�Districtwide

• Part�of�Green�Deal�Pioneers�project

• Sunday�2�5�pm

• Core�focus�on�Solid�Wall�Insulation

• Minibus�tour

• Least�successful�event!

• No�advance�booking�– short�lead�time





Publicity

• Posters

• Leaflets

• Social�media

• Press�Release

• Websites�– own�and�others

• Group�mailing�lists

• Other�Events

• Word�of�mouth





Lessons
• Booking�system�is�probably�preferable�– you�have�a�register�and�

contact�details�� but�not�essential�in�our�experience

• Minibus�tour�very�successful

• Good�lead�in�time�&�thorough�prep�

• Clear�information�to�Open�homers�on�what�to�expect�is�very�
important�

• Offer�of�helpers�if�needed

• Summary�information�sheets�on�each�house�and�measure�with�
contact�info�for�installers�is�useful

• Insurance�&�H&S�essential�

• Customer�evaluation�survey�very�useful�– easy�via�Survey�Monkey

• Link�to�other�activities�e.g energy�surveys,�installers,�demo�homes



Final��Thoughts

• Green�Open�Homes�events�are�great�…….the�power�of�
example

But

• Need�to�be�linked�to�a�wider�retrofit�strategy�for�
maximum�effect


