
Lancaster District Green Open Homes
Open your “green” home

Have you insulated your home, put solar panels on your roof, installed a smart meter or rain water harvesting, or even built your own eco home?  Then the organisers of a new Lancaster District Green Open Homes event would like to hear from you. 

Lancaster Cohousing, a development of eco homes in Halton, has teamed up with local social enterprise LESS, to run two Green Open Homes weekends between March and May this year.  They’re looking for householders who have made energy and environmental improvements who would be willing to show their homes to other people.  

“We’ve been running open events at Lancaster Cohousing for 18 months now and there’s been lot of interest in how we have achieved our energy efficiencies and reduced our carbon footprint,” said Kathy Bashford, the events Co-ordinator.  

“It’s fun to talk about what we have done to others, and to help them think through how they can reduce their own energy use.  We thought it would be great to get other home owners to do the same thing, and to invite their neighbours in to see what they have done.”

Fellow organiser Alison Cahn said: “We’re interested in people who have done anything from installing a super energy efficient boiler or carrying out simple draught proofing measures to retrofitting a whole home or building a new one.  

“The idea is that anyone who is thinking of doing something similar can come to see what has been done and talk to the people who live there.  Participants could open their home for just part of a day or for all four days over both weekends, whatever suits them best.” 

A quarter of the UK’s carbon emissions come from energy used in the home so there is good potential to save carbon, and save money. Many households across the area are struggling to pay their energy bills and stay warm, and Lancaster District overall has the third highest level of fuel poverty in England , so there is an urgent need to find ways to save energy and cut fuel bills. 

“We’d like to hear from anyone who might be interested in taking part,” said Kathy. “We will  provide them guidance on what to do and with information to give out to visitors, as well as doing all the publicity and organisation.”  

If you might be interested in taking part contact Kathy on 07825 610342 or email lancastergreenhomes@lessuk.org
Note to Editors

For more information contact alisoncahn@gmail.com or ring Alison on 07946 488959

Lancaster Cohousing is an award winning development of passivhaus eco homes on the banks on the River Lune in Halton, near Lancaster. 

LESS is a Community Interest Company that runs a number of energy-related projects providing free advice and support to individuals and organisations on how to reduce their energy use and stay warm and well in their homes. Short films about people who have improved their homes are available at www.lessenergy.org.uk 

Green Open Homes is funded by the Department of Energy and Climate Change, and delivered by the Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) in partnership with Bristol Green Doors

. 


